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Mesa Verde Cliff Dwellings Excavated
Lyle Bennett as RankerRanier and Official Artist at National Parkk Helped

Unearth Remains of Civilization Over Years Old
And Restored and Sketched Pottery

than the lure of gold is the
feverfc that grips the excavatorator in his atat-
tempt

at-atat-
tempt

at-
temptSTRONGERS tempt to unravel thethc mysteries of ages past
And despite the meager pay and hardships
often accompanying such a vocation not aa-

few
a-

fewfeww haveha given their livesh to this pursuit
Something of itsit fascinationfi is known to Lyle

Bennett student in the University and art editor
ofo this yearsyear'searsear's itar A yearear ago last fallfaU
Bennett wasas out of school and went to Colorado
for his health He took a position as guide
and official artist in Mesa Verde National Park

People ofol Columbia werere given the opportunity
to see and hear of this region recently when
Arthur Monroe former United StatesStats ranger
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Cliff PalacePala ewhere over righteight centuriest rif S agoo

hundreds of cliff dwellers mademad their home

pavegave an illustrated lecture on The Land of the
Vanished Footsteps

The pakpa k usis1 located in the southwest corner of
the state of Colorado and is the only park set
aside for its archeological interest as wellveU as
lirtrr scenic attraction FrontFrom thethc north rim of the
mesa which stands feet in elevationele one
looks 2000 feet below into the Montezuma Valley
Far to the north the valley stretchess with here
and there a small cluster of houseshous s indicating a
town until it finally ends in a rangerage of mountains
overo a hundred miles away To the west lies the
Sleeping UteUtE- a mountain shaped like a sleepingping
Indian andanC which the Utes say will some day
come back to lifeiCe

Tc the south risesrisE's theUtl e phantom ship of the
sandy dryry desertdf's rt of the NavajosNa and further
southstath tn Lukka Chukka and Cari o Mountainslof Newlew Mexico and Arizona To the southeast
stretches the bad lands into New Mexico and
tar to the east on cleardear days one can catch
glimpses of the Sangre ded Christo Mountains

The park coversers acresarres of a high tabletable-
land

table-
land

table-
landland rising precipitously out of the Montezuma
Valley and slowly descending to a point eightei ht miles
to hethe south when it drops suddenly into the
Mancos RiverRi DeepDL canyons run north and
southlIthsr ith cutting the Insai sa into many narrow strips
CoveringCorin the isi thick ofmesa a growth pinyon
and furcedarc ecar trees which grow into many wordWt ird and
heftlanta tlc shapes due to their difficult existenceexi ence inin-

the
in-

the
in-

thethe hard sandstoneS

This land soo cantly located by naturemature hashas-
tbeent n the sconescene oio several civilizations1 which
migrated inia built thi homeshumes and liveded there many
yearsars ndend thenthat dldidisappearedappe Whoho these peopleeople
were wherewhre they cairocaircan ironsirom1 rom how theyY liedlivedli ed why
they left andntH where theythc y went to arere problemsm in-ininin-

tenselytenselyhn y interesting fromfront an human as well as an
archeological statestandtan xint

To find out moreInor about tit itir life has been the
wireurgeurS inspiring excavators uxin thisthi region EachEath
winter a small number of theIwt regular of
the park spendnd severalraJ worksweeks in excavating the
cliff ruinsnans and their adventuresadadvent iress and areare-
oloronol01 fnen exciting It waswa BonnetsBonnet'sBi tltSti's experience to go
alongaln on one f the pe trips and it wasas hisIus god

luckluk helih callscalls' it oo0 be the
mostStt one of the partyit inIiin his11Ii

Regular excavationC wsWw.w s scheduled torlor IFebruary
MarchJ. buthut inill NiNovembertuber it wasas decided to

locate a Pueblo u.u AsA the brushbru t in therhe can-can
added oldsgolds and deep reds to the blues and

violetsv J f thethC shadow of the catonral on each day in
Nc r pap fddd.d enri jp.p coldold and clearkar The skyky
wasnasas soSoo blueblu thatt ha f itseemed asn ilit one shouldOU d behr able
Uitt touch it A une1 rr appearedapplan d in thee old timers

which theyth y tried to conceal The thrill of the
approach of excavation time begangan to be ItiE-It in
various wayswa s FromFront the conversation one could
hear littleliUe snatches of past adventuread stories ofor
horses slippinglipping offof the canyoncanon paths of packspacu
beingacinging lost or of cold and hunger endured Before
the h was overo a party of eight started on
their trip

The first find mademada wasas a skeleton which
Bennett uncoveredunco With the bodyb had been
buried vesselsr the bottomsbet toms of which had holes inin-

tthetathemt This was to signify that the vessels areare-
no

are-
no

are-
nono longerlon er for practical useu e but that something had
been taken out of themItem as litelithit has passed out of
thee body With but one exception the arrangearrange-arrange-
ment

arran e-e
ment of everyenry skeleton found in this inin-

dicates
inin-in-

dicates that the body wasvas buried in a Hexedflexed or
natal positionpo The conclusion is drawn frontfrom this
that theset.t people ht that in order to be re-rerere-

ceived
rud back intoInt the unknown the body should bebe-

h
be-

itiiit the tinesame lrpositionp asa thatt h t in which it enterseaters this
world This outone exemptionl'l it is thoughtthc ugh waswa
probably thet 11 bodybetty o0 some chief or ruler in
order to keep his spirit with theth peoplepopl they
buried lain bodyboly in a straightenedaai positionp so0
thathatt his soul would nottint passp h S on ThisTh s ideaida is
further sustrengthened by the fact that the body

ti found buriedh in a kivakl or ceremonial room
0o that the people musttitu t have had the ninconinconven-
ienceiL is c of building a new one01

A day or so after discoveringrint thishis firstfiatfir t burialburi J.
Bennett discovered a second oneuneun which yielded
six bowls and aatonestonetone mortar A friendfrind decided
to work with him and found a baby burial with
two beautiful bowls By this time the rest of the
party could notnut stand the temptationtempt so theythy
deserteddf their diggingsdimings and cameC en masse to
BennettsBennett's surrounding himhint so50 that he could not
enlarge hishioS trench Midand therebyt 11 reby humiliate them
with any more finds The director then had
Bennett start a trench a little distance away and
within two101 0 feetft of his starting point he discovereddisco
his third burial with severalse pieces of pottery AtAt-

no
At-

no
At-

nono time were any of the other members overo aa-

few
a-

few
a-

fewfew feet away but it seemedst m d that phenomenal
luck reserved theth important spots for him FindFind-Find-
ing

Find-
ingingin all theth promising ground nowno beingbein worked by
his companions BennettB began working in the
trenchtl theythy had deserteddl and in a daysday'sda s work
found the largest skeleton in the plot The next
burial uncovered was of a little child and with it
winwain remarkably artistic pottery Some mother
over years ago had placed these lovelyCly
articles besideb thehet body the small bones of which
had almost vanished in the dust

The restre t ofor the party took BennettsBennett's luck and
their failure as a matter of course The day
following this last find a heavy blanket of snow
covered thetI mesa and transformed the evergreens
into hummocks of whitehite The party then made
their headquarters in a little house that had been
built there and theirir activities wereere confined forfor-
aa whilehile to patpatrolsrob nade over the trails for
signsigns ofor it into their territory by the UtEtiles
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ThisThi ii. tI v t.t hutbut not the tai t a Jfii
lippinglippin out Id 1 I.I litliftr ruin

for deer Long before the hardest weather cartecame
supplies had been brought and stored for the
cOiningcoming winterswinter's trips

When Marchlarch came the party started excavating
again TheyT ey established a camp consisting of
three tents for sleeping quarters and one for
grub BennettBennEt contributed to the equipment withwith-
aa stove which he builtb of stone laid in adobe
Others made benches and stands During this
season the party excavated ininensevenen dil erent
ruins all within a radius of three miles and made
manyluany interestinginter sting discoveriesdisco including the burial
in a kiva mentioned previouslyprelo ly

The worst part ofo excavation according to BenBen-Ben-
nett

Ben-
nett

B n
nett is the dust which has accumulated forfer cencen-cen-
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Location of these houseshou on thtl
cliffs prevented invasioninna iw ui1

visitors

tunes in thelie back of the cavesca ndd thth1 rnroomsins
It is veryery linefine dry and penetrating making it
necessary to wear respirators ifHoneone worksn urk in it
or any length of time For a man who does not

wearear them sore throat and inflamed sinuses are
the result Besides this the dust hasbas the
peculiarpeculia- effect ofo givinggi a man slight attacks of
chills and fever much as if one hadbad the flu
Next to th dust the cactus which rats packpact into
the ruins is most annoying Almost as much time
is spent removing cactus from onesone's clothes and
body as is spent in

In his role ofot official artist Bennett sketched
many designs and decorations found in the kivas
and restored much of the potterylottery1 They arearc
rt from the potsherds In describing hishia
job Bennett said Imagine if you can taking
twentyfive or thirty vessels of variousario sizes from
smallsOlan dippers to large ollas holding several galcalgal-
lons

gal-
lenslensIons allaU ofo the same whitegray color with black
decorations on the edges shattering them on hard
pavementpa mixing up the pieces throwing outout-
aaboutbouta a third of them and then trying to sort and
glue the remaining shards together again andand-
ouyouou will understand our problem

Bennett was askeda ked if he would like to go on
another such excavationexcX adon3 trip and he replied IhI1
would loveJove to if I had the time It was one of
thelie most interesting experiences of my life

The interestint rest with which he talks of his exex-

periences
ex-ex

shows that he has not escaped exex-
cavators

ex-
cavators

exc-
avators feverfc or theUc lure which buried secrets
held

The history of Mesa Verde and its earliestE inin-

habitants
In-InIn-

habitants
In-

habitantshabitants is the story of three civilizationsc The
first civilizationci thatthai built their homes on the
mesa live there overo 2000 years ago They arearc
called the Basket Makersfakers for as yetrt po t ry hadhad-
not

had-
lnotl Ot been used in that1 region

These peopleeople disappeared into the unknown and
many yearyean later another civilizationci arose known
now as the Pit House peopleeoplep ople Their homeshOl must
haveha coveredo the mesanusa as the pinyon for the
PotsherdK of countless vessels strewtrew the ground like
a carpelcarpe Not a foot of ground can you treadtread-

YsayssayaY BennettU.U without realizing that it has been
troddenn manyninny tinestimes beforeCore But numerous as
thesetheoe peopleople werewre again theythe disappeared as they
cameante leavingINning only theUe traces of their existencetence

For ai third time a civilization arose as royster-roysterO as theth previousi ones and built picturesquep
tiletIc1 villagespillages and again as had happened to these

Continued on pagepase 8


